
Check For Clogged Gutters 
How do you know if your gutters are clogged? 

• Are your gutters overflowing? 
• Is there a restricted flow of water from your downspouts? 
• Do you see ground erosion below the gutter line? 
• Leaky corners? 
• Discoloration (not dirt, mold, or mildew) on the gutter? 

Please note the pictures of a gutter below that is clogged with dirt, leaves, twigs, and sprouting elm trees.  This 
caused a backflow of water that moved under the metal roof of one of our buildings which caused a substantial 
amount of water damage.  Unfortunately, this is not a covered insurance peril but a location maintenance issue.  
Properly maintaining your gutters can help to prevent costly water damage to your building and can significantly 
extend the life of your gutters.  

 

 

 

 

Gutter Maintenance Tips 

To avoid major repairs, you’ll need to keep up with regular cleaning and maintenance of your building’s gutter 
system. Below are answers to commonly asked questions that will give you some overall good gutter maintenance 
tips: 

What Damage Can I Expect from Unmaintained Gutters? 

Foundation - Underperforming gutters put your foundation at unnecessary risk. One of the primary functions of 
any gutter system is to displace the water that erodes the soil around the foundation. You want to avoid expensive 
foundation repairs.  

Flooding - Preventing water from entering can stop problems with mold and mildew, as well as preserve walls that 
might otherwise be exposed to moisture and fungal growth.  

Driveways, sidewalks, and other finished surfaces - A good gutter system is also an investment to protect 
driveways, sidewalks, and patios. If water is being moved from these paved areas, the soil is far less likely to be 
shifted or eroded by rain/snow running from the roof.  

Mosquitoes - Clogged gutters make a perfect breeding ground for mosquitoes. Mating mosquitoes love stagnant 
water, so clogged gutters are perfect safe-havens. If you have mosquitoes buzzing near your building, your gutters 
might be a good place to look. 

Clean Your Gutters 2-3 times a year to ensure that they stay free-flowing and the exterior surface does not get 
stained. 

How do I clean my gutters? 

If your gutters are simply full of debris, you’ll need to schedule some time to manually clear the gutters. This can 
be as simple as using gloves, a hose, and a ladder, but depending on the layout of your building, it could become 
quite a time-intensive project. And for your safety, make sure you’re properly using a safe and sturdy ladder. 

Gutter Tune up every few years on your gutters and downspouts such as re-secure and re-pitch gutters, reseal 
corners, reattach loose downspouts and elbows. 
Make sure your splash blocks are angled so the water flows away from the foundation of the building. Please do 
not angle them towards any walk or driveway since this could cause a slipping hazard. 

How can I keep my gutters from getting clogged? 

Installing gutter guards keeps leaves and sticks from jamming up downspouts and gutters. While it requires an 
initial investment, gutter guards will save time and money in the long run by minimizing upkeep and protecting 
against gutter damage. Consider installing gutter guards during your next gutter cleaning. 
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